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 The 2nd Annual Black Maternal Health Symposium was held on April 12, 2019 and this year’s 
event was another success. We are happy to share that this year we had a total of 378 registrants, with 
290+ attendants! We are extremely proud of the diversity of our registrants and attendees. This year, 
they came from various backgrounds ranging from academia, the health care field, and even non-profits 
in the Greater Boston area. 
 

Universities   
Tufts University School of Medicine 
Boston University  
Harvard University 
Northeastern University 
Simmons University 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Health Care   
Tufts Medical Center 
Boston Medical Center 
Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
Codman Square Health Center 
Mattapan Community Health Center 
Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC) 
Massachusetts Department of Health (MDH) 
Partners in Health 
Cambridge Health Alliance 

Non-profits  
Vital Village 
The Home for Little Wanderers 
Resilient Sisterhood Project 
Upstream USA 
Youth Options Unlimited Boston 
Women Deliver 

 
This year’s event was greatly influenced by our 2018 Black Maternal Health Symposium. We used 
information from last year’s post-survey responses to better understand our targeted audience for the 2019 
event. 
 

“I learned so much at this event last year, and I was able to incorporate a lot of materials into the 
maternal/newborn health course I was TA-ing as a student nurse…” 

 
The focus of this year’s symposium was to highlight the need to end the racial disparity in adverse 
maternal health outcomes. We hoped to build discussion on how students, public health and medical 
professionals may also work to intervene in shifting the scientific and public policy conversation around 
this issue. When asked what registrants hope to hear during this year’s symposium and we received the 
challenging, but mandatory inquiries: 
 

“Sustainable solutions for birth workers to bring to community.” 
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“How can Black mothers take their power back in medical situations where it seems that they are 
powerless, and expected to comply at all times regardless of the potential consequences.” 

 
“What can we as healthcare professionals do to improve maternal health outcomes?” 

 
The responses reasserted the notion that our audience needed to be aspiring and current health care 
professionals. Our registrants were interested in what the community is thinking about these maternal 
health disparities, and the best way to address their needs.  
 
 Majority of our registrants this year indicated that their highest education level obtained was a Bachelor’s 
or Master’s. We were also very proud to see that majority of our age demographic was from those 18-25 
years of age. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Education: 
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Age: 
 

18-25 34.55% 

26-35 30.06% 

35-45 16.01% 

45-60 13.20% 

60+ 6.18% 
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This breakdown of education level and age tells us that the conversations around the maternal health 
disparities faced by Black women is catching the interest of those with the training and innovation to 
create quality interventions moving forward. 
 
Additionally, given the racial breakdown of the Greater Boston area it was rewarding to see that we were 
able to capture the interest of the community we hoped this symposium would serve. 
 

 

 
Race: 
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From left to right: 
Panelist – Marise Luse, 
Panelist – Timoria 
McQueen Saba, 
Panelist – Nashira 
Baril, MPH, Keynote 
speaker – Dr. Joia 
Crear-Perry, 
Moderator/Organizer – 
Dr. Ndidiamaka 
Amutah-Onukagha) 
 
We hope for the continued success for the 3rd Annual Black Maternal Health Symposium in 2020! We are 
now in the process of planning the 2020 event as a full-day conference titled “Addressing Black Maternal 
Health Disparities: A Community Led Response”. The full-day conference will provide our attendees 
with the opportunity to engage in more dialogue with individuals and organizations working to address 
maternal health disparities faced by Black women. As we anticipate the growth our future event(s) we 
would love to hear from those interested in volunteering for the Black Maternal Health Planning 
Committee at Tufts University School of Medicine. Please feel free to contact us know if you or anyone 
in your department is interested by emailing BMM@tufts.edu.  
 
We hope that moving forward we are able to only strengthen this collaborative relationship.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Ndidiamaka Amutah-Onukagha 
Associate Professor 
Department of Public Health and Community Medicine 
Tufts University School of Medicine 


