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Facets of the American Food Crisis
The MOTHER Lab's mission is to eradicate inequities faced by Black
women and birthing persons. Our goal is to dismantle systems that
enable perpetuating racist structures in increasing access to
resources through research, advocacy, and mentorship.
In regards to health outcomes, food insecurity can oftentimes be
overlooked as a contributing factor. As of 2020, over 38 million
Americans identified as food insecure. This makes food insecurity
one of the leading causes of health and nutrition issues. The US
Department of Agriculture defines food insecurity as a householdlevel economic and social condition of limited or uncertain access to
adequate food. Food insufficiency is associated with not having
enough to eat and severe low food security. Both are measures of
food hardship that can act as an indicator of social and economic
conditions within a household.
Recent economic and food events such as inflation and the baby
formula shortage have placed an added strain on food insecure
households. Nutrition-based legislation can help communities that
are most at risk address severe food and nutrition insecurity.
In This Issue:
National and local legislation on food access

Status: Read twice by Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee
Sponsored: Senator Bernard Sanders
Key Aims:
Amend the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 and the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act to make breakfasts and lunches free for all children and for
other purposes
Address stigma by amending language
Reimburse schools for school meal debt
Impact:
The initial purpose of the introduction of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 was to
extend, expand, strengthen, and safeguard the health and wellbeing of children
across the United States. The act was seen as a strategy to better meet the
nutrition needs of children.
At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, over 12 million children in the United
States lived in food insecure homes. The provision of federally funded programs
like the Pandemic Electronic-Benefit Transfer Card Program and federal waivers
reduced food insecurity by 17% and food insufficiency by 28%. Signing bills like S.
1530 will be a monumental step in addressing food insecurity in this country.

Status: Accompanied by H1290
Sponsored: Senator Sal N. DiDomenico
Key Aims:
Improve access to federal nutrition assistance programs
Reduce health care costs and lack of adequate nutrition throughout the
commonwealth
Participants of MassHealth, SNAP, and those who qualify based on
household income will receive notification on the opportunity to apply

Status: Referred to Committee on Senate Ways and Means
Sponsored: Senator Walter F. Timilty
Key Aims:
Committee will act as a state and private, non-profit food distribution
partnership with food banks and pantries to evaluate hunger and food
access throughout the commonwealth
Committee shall produce an annual report on food distribution throughout
the commonwealth

Status: Referred to Committee on Appropriations
Sponsored: Senator Walter F. Timilty
Key Aims:
Local boards of education shall provide school nutrition services under their
jurisdiction
Meals provided under nutrition services must include breakfast and lunch
Services must meet standards and regulations established by the Food and
Nutrition Service of the USDA
School units will be compensated for each participating student up to the
federal free meal reimbursement rate

Status: Referred to Assembly Education Committee
Sponsored: Assemblywoman Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas
Key Aims:
Requires all schools including charter, non-public, and public school districts
to participate in national school lunch or breakfast program
All school disricts will serve breakfast and lunch at no cost to participating
students

Status: Referred to Senate Insurance Committee
Sponsored: Senator Jamal T. Bailey
Key Aims:
Expand coverage for prescription drugs to include infant formulas
Expands affordability of medically necessary formulas for infants who
become malnourished or suffer from disorders as a result of the lack of
availability
Coverage for infant and baby formulas during any twelve month period
must not be under $3,000.00
Impact:
Functional Gastrointestinal Disorders (FGIDs) such as infantile colic and
constipation occur in almost half of infants. FGIDs are often treated with
medically prescribed formulas such as EleCare. EleCare is used to treat patients
with severe food allergies, eosinophilic GI disorders, and short bowel syndrome.
In New York State, insurance companies are not required to cover medically
necessary formulas, costing up to $3,840 within the first year of a baby's life.
The average family can spend up to $1,500 a year on non-medically prescribed
formulas a year. The passage of this bill can drastically reduce the financial
burden of this essential resource.
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