POLICY NEWSLETTER
Issue 7| Februrary 2022

An Attack on Human Rights
The MOTHER Lab's mission is to eradicate inequities faced by Black
women and birthing persons. Our goal is to dismantle systems that
enable perpetuating racist structures in increasing access to
resources through research, advocacy, and mentorship.
The rulings in Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey affirm
that states cannot prohibit abortions before viability. Any law that
restricts access to abortion before viability is unconstitutional. The
Mississippi Law is a direct challenge to the constitutionality of the
Roe v. Wade decision and in opposition to the mission of this lab.
It is possible (due to the conservative-leaning makeup of the court)
the Supreme Court could overturn the 50 years of precedent set by
Roe and declare that the right to abortion no longer exists in the
United States. Their decision is expected in the summer of 2022. The
devastating impact of removing the protection for the right to an
abortion would be felt quickly. 16 states have established, “trigger
laws” that would immediately criminalize abortion should Roe be
overturned.
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Roe v. Wade 410. U.S 113
Effective: January 22, 1973
Key Aims:
Established that a woman’s right to abortion was included in their right to
privacy and was, therefore, an undeniable right
Legalized abortion during the first trimester
Impact:
Roe made abortion safer and more broadly available. It also protected the
autonomy of American women to make decisions about their own reproductive
choices.
The reversal of Roe v. Wade can initiate abortion bans established prior to the
1973 rule. These bans are known as trigger laws, which are laws that are
unenforceable but can be enforced depending on the circumstances. There are 6
trigger laws: pre-Roe, trigger-ban, near-total ban, six-week ban, eight-week ban,
and the state constitution bars protection. 9 states including Alabama, Arizona,
Michigan, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Arkansas, Mississippi, Oklahoma, and Texas
are at risk for unofficial enforcement of pre-Roe bans.
45% of all induced abortions are deemed unsafe globally. That percentage will
climb exponentially if Roe v. Wade is reversed.

Planned Parenthood v. Casey
Status: Effective June 29, 1992
Background: In 1988 and 1989 the Pennsylvania legislature amended its
abortion control law which included three new provisions. The provisions
included were:
Requirement of informed consent and a 24 hour waiting period prior to the
procedure
Required consent of one parent from a minor seeking an abortion
A married woman seeking an abortion must prove that her husband has
been made aware of the intention to abort
Key Aims:
Reaffirm Roe v. Wade by prohibiting the ban of abortions
Set the standard for the right to an abortion as linked to the viability of the
fetus outside of the womb
Introduced the concept of an “undue burden” as the test for the legality of
new regulations on abortion access
Impact:
Planned Parenthood v. Casey defined the current grounds for which a women's
right to an abortion is protected. It upheld the Roe v. Wade decision,
strengthening abortion protections through repeated precedent.

The Texas Abortion Ban: S.B. 8
Status: Effective September 01, 2021
Key Aims:
Bans all abortions after 6 weeks of pregnancy--no exceptions in cases of
rape or incest
Directly at odds with the Roe v. Wade decision which guarantees the right to
abortion before viability (around 23 weeks)
Imposes a bounty system wherein anyone can investigate any person they
think has (or has intended to) aid in the acquisition or performance of
abortion after 6 weeks of pregnancy
Impact:
The Supreme Court has refused to hear this case twice. The enforcement S.B.
8 was designed to circumvent protections provided by Roe v. Wade. This bill has
effectively ended legal abortion in Texas. The policy has further deepened the
disparity in reproductive healthcare access across class and race lines.
Individuals seeking care are forced to travel outside of Texas for services. It
makes abortion functionally inaccessible adding the cost of travel, time away
from work, childcare, and the abortion itself.

Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization
Status: Pending (Awaiting Supreme Court Decision)
Background:
Jackson Women's Health Organization is the last remaining abortion clinic in
Mississippi. This is the first time the Supreme Court will rule on the constitutionality
of a pre-viability abortion ban since Roe v. Wade. Fueled by a campaign organized by
interest groups, the state urged the Supreme Court to overturn Roe v. Wade.
Emergency relief was issued by a federal district court which blocked the
enforcement of the law.
Key Aims:
Mississippi bans abortions after 15 weeks
The case is a direct challenge to the constitutionality of Roe
Before viability, every person has the right to decide whether to continue their
pregnancy
Impact:
The future of the right to abortion in the United States is unclear. The ruling could
lead to the criminalization of abortion in about half of the United States. It could be
highly unlikely to reverse this precedent considering the upholding of Mississippi
Law. However, the makeup of the Court suggests that could be an outcome.

Sources:
1. 26 States Are Certain or Likely to Ban Abortion Without Roe: Here's Which Ones and Why |
Guttmacher Institute
2. About six-in-ten Americans say abortion should be legal in all or most cases | Pew Research Center
3. An Overview of Abortion Laws | Guttmacher Institute
4. Center for Reproductive Rights: Dobbs V. JWHO
5. Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization | Oyez
6. Does It Matter Why Women Have Abortions? | The Nation
7. Facts on Induced Abortion Worldwide | WHO & Guttmacher
8. Jones RK, Frohwirth L, Moore AMMore than poverty: disruptive events among women having
abortions in the USAJournal of Family Planning and Reproductive Health Care 2013;39:36-43.
(https://srh.bmj.com/content/familyplanning/39/1/36.full.pdf )
9. Key Facts on Abortion - Amnesty International
10. Oyez - Body Politic
11. Raymond EG, Grimes DA. The comparative safety of legal induced abortion and childbirth in the
United States. Obstet Gynecol. 2012 Feb;119(2 Pt 1):215-9. doi: 10.1097/AOG.0b013e31823fe923.
PMID: 22270271.( The Comparative Safety of Legal Induced Abortion and Childbi... : Obstetrics &
Gynecology )
12. The Pregnancy-Related Mortality Impact of a Total Abortion Ban in the United States: A Research
Note on Increased Deaths Due to Remaining Pregnant | Demography | Duke University Press

Policy Subcommittee Members:
Eimaan Anwar / Lauren Cohen / Ameya Menta /
Claire Kinnel / Stephanie Saintilien

@MOTHER_LAB

@MOTHER LAB

@MOTHERLAB20

@MOTHERLAB20

MOTHERLAB.ORG

@MOTHERLAB

