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MOTHER Lab Letter of Support: An Act to Improve Sickle Cell Care
As a representative of the Maternal Outcomes for Translational Health Equity Research (MOTHER) Lab housed at Tufts Center for Black Maternal Health and Reproductive Justice, I am writing to urge you to support H. 1161/S.678 An Act to Improve Sickle Cell Care. 
The mission of MOTHER Lab, founded by Dr. Ndiamaka Amutah-Onukhaga, is to,
“Address and eradicate inequities Black women face, through research, advocacy, and mentorship by confronting and dismantling the system that enables and perpetuates racism for Black women who give birth.” 
Our lab is rooted in the newly launched Center for Black Maternal Health and Reproductive Justice (CBMHRJ) at Tufts University School of Medicine which aims to protect Black women throughout their birthing experience and pushes for equitable quality care and services. The work we do is rooted in our vision of a world where parents, and especially Black parents, will not face maternal health complications due to racism, homophobia and/or sexism throughout their lives or their pregnancies. 
We are writing to urge you to support H.1161/S.678. This act addresses both health and social barriers that people living with sickle cell disease (SCD) face. One focal point of this act expands MassHealth to cover fertility preservation for those receiving medical treatment affecting their ability to conceive. As this disease largely impacts the African American community, it has historically received insufficient attention and funding leading to patients suffering from the effects of SCD and stigma. If enacted, this bill would expand access to fertility treatment for a community whose needs have been historically underserved.

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
Sincerely, 
Hilary Adeleke, Research Assistant, MOTHER Lab
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